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Care centers praised for protections 


Malcolm: Of 108 facilities with virus 
outbreaks, half have only 1 case 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Despite the rising tally of corona- 
virus deaths and infections in long- 
term care facilities, Minnesota 
health officials are praising congre- 
gate care staffers for protecting res- 
idents most at risk of COVID-19. 


While there are 108 long-term care 
facilities in Minnesota with corona- 
virus outbreaks, about half of them 
only have one case of COVID-19, 
Health Commissioner Jan Malcolm 
said Wednesday. The Minnesota 
Department of Health laboratory 
has focused its available coronavi- 
rus testing on congregate care set- 


Minnesota's total virus cases rise to 
1,809 as testing remains limited 


tings to help mitigate the spread of 
the virus. 

“We are seeing some early indica- 
tors that this infection control is 
having a positive impact,” Malcolm 
said. 

Minnesota reported eight more 
COVID-19 deaths Wednesday and 
all of them were residents of long- 


term care facilities. In total, 65 of 
Minnesota’s 87 coronavirus deaths 
were residents of congregate care. 
The median age of those who died 
is 87. The median age of the 197 who 
are hospitalized, 93 of whom are in 
critical condition, is 65 years old. 
There are currently 108 facilities 
in the state with coronavirus out- 
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breaks. The state has released the 
names of centers with 10 or more 
residents and, as of Wednesday, the 
names of 65 have been made public. 

A facility is considered to have an 
outbreak when at least one resi- 
dent, staff member or contractor 
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Fueling up for the virus fight 


JOHN AUTEY / PIONEER PRESS 


Emma Faure, left, an event manager with Morrissey Hospitality, loads meals into the trunk of Nikki Levin’s car outside the St. Paul RiverCentre/ 
Xcel Energy Center on Wednesday. Levin is an ICU nurse, currently working at the Bethesda Hospital COVID-19 treatment facility in St. Paul. 
Staff from Morrissey Hospitality are preparing and handing out free meals to first responders and medical personnel. Meals from the Feeding 
the Front Line program are available seven days a week through May 4. For more information, including daily menus, go to rivercentre.org. 


Clida Ellison, mom of AG, 


dies of virus complications 


Social worker, 82, 
raised 5 successful 
sons in Detroit 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


The coronavirus was serious to 
Minnesota Attorney General 
Keith Ellison before, but losing 
his mother to complications from 
the virus has made it personal. 
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many recipes. 


Immunity to coronavirus 
is just a hope at this point 


Clida Cora Martinez Ellison, 
who was a child advocate and 
social worker, died last month in 
Michigan. She was 82. 

“She’s just one of those people 
who held the sky up and you nev- 
er thought you’d be without and 
suddenly here we are,” said 
Keith Ellison, who has been on 
the front lines of Minnesota’s 
response during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Martinez Ellison’s grandson, 


CLIDA ELLISON, 11A 


Make supper tonight with the help of one of our 


Many unknowns 
remain about any 
level of protection 


By Kristen V Brown 
Bloomberg News 


As the number of new COVID- 
19 cases each day begins to slow 
in parts of the U.S. and states 
consider rolling back social-dis- 
tancing measures, a huge 
unknown remains: Who has 
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become immune to the disease 
— and for how long? 

When the body’s immune sys- 
tem encounters a virus, it gets to 
work producing antibodies that 
can recognize a particular virus 
and attack it. And it’s commonly 
thought that once a person 
catches a virus, immunity makes 
it impossible to get sick from the 
same one again. 

But it’s more complicated than 
that. Immunity is a spectrum. 
Some viruses result in lifelong 
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Contact 
tracing 
effort 
to grow 


State employees to 
fill ranks of at least 
750 virus tracers 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


In addition to a rapid ramp-up of 
testing for the coronavirus, Minne- 
sota will need a seriously scaled- 
up corps of people to retrace the 
steps — and personal contacts — 
of those who are infected before 
the state can begin to return to 
something approaching normalcy. 

They’re called “contact tracers,” 
and state plans estimate they’ll 
need 750 of them. Which is a lot 
more than they have now. 

But increases have already 
begun. On Tuesday, there were 92; 
on Wednesday, 110. 

The state’s plan calls for the 
remaining personnel to be con- 
scripted from the ranks of state 
employees, state health officials 
said Wednesday. 

The timeline for when and how 
to accomplish the rapid reassign- 
ment was still being developed 
Wednesday, said Kris Ehresmann, 
the head of epidemiology for the 
Minnesota Department of Health 
who essentially serves as com- 
mandant for the statewide public 
health response. 

The pressure to recruit and train 
contact tracers is being felt across 
the nation as states in some 
regions push past their initial 
peaks while others, including Min- 
nesota, find themselves having 
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